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Society, and prominently into geological pursuits, another
naturalist of greater knowledge and wider fame. When the
Curator's determination to leave came to be known, various
names were talked about in reference to the supplying
of Ms vacant post, among them that of Hugh Miller.
But, after some delay, the final decision among nine can-
didates was made in favour of Edward Forbes, who had
recently been chosen Professor of Botany in King's Col-
lege, and whose brilliant researches in the JEgean gave
promise of a distinguished career as a naturalist and palae-
ontologist.

The appointment of Forbes to be Curator of the Geo-
logical Society must be regarded as an event of considerable
importance in the history of geological progress in Britain.
While still an enthusiastic student of natural history under
Jameson at Edinburgh, he had struck out into that little-
trodden path of research in zoological and botanical distri-
bution wherein he continued to be throughout his too short
life the great pioneer.     Already,  by excursions in  this
country, in Scandinavia, and in Switzerland, he had been
led to recognise the connexion between geological changes
and the present grouping of plants and animals.     For-
tunately provided with  further  and more advantageous
opportunities of concentrated research, by being attached to
Captain Graves's surveying ship in the ^Egean Sea, he had
thrown quite a fresh light on the way in which the pro-
secution of zoological research might be made subservient
to the elucidation of some of the most interesting questions
in geology, such as the history of existing species of animals
and the geographical changes of which they have been the
witnesses.    By these bold and original investigations heerformed so well, and which undoubtedly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